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April 14, 2022

COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes
We had a great four day week at Cole School! MCAS testing started this week for grades 4 and 5. I am very
proud of the effort our students put into the test! Our technology cooperated and it was a very smooth
administration! Fifth grade students also saw the Cyber Sense presentation from Asst. District Attorney Amanda
Fowle. She shared some impactful stories that really had our students thinking about using the internet and social
media safely. We also had a fire drill with the Norwell Fire Department on Tuesday that went off without a hitch.
Well done, Cole School!

When we return next week, we’ll be celebrating Secretary’s Day on Wednesday. We have the most amazing
secretary, Mrs. Tracey, who really runs the building. Mrs. Higgins, office assistant, is right there to help keep
things running smoothly! We are so very fortunate to have both of these ladies at Cole School. Please join me on
Wednesday, April 27th to celebrate them!

Thursday, April 28th is National Poem in Your Pocket Day. Students will be carrying around a poem in their pocket
to share with anyone that asks.

I wish you all a very safe and happy April vacation week! Happy Easter to our Cole School families that celebrate!
Enjoy the time with your family and friends. When we return to school, there will only be 44 school days left of this
extraordinary year!

Please join me in welcoming Ms. Katie McGuiggan to Cole School. Ms. McGuiggan will be the new fifth grade
teacher when Ms. Reilly moves to second grade next year. Ms. McGuiggan currently teaches grade 3 in
Abington. She earned her undergraduate degree in Communications from Bridgewater State University before
earning her graduate degree in Special Education from Curry College. She holds her MA elementary (1-6) license
and moderate disabilities (K-8) license.



Also, please join me in wishing Mrs. McGrath, Reading Specialist, all the best as her and her family move to New
York to be closer to family there. She’ll be moving this summer. For the last 7 years, Mrs. McGrath has been a
constant source of support for our students in the area of reading and an excellent resource for our teachers and
families.  She will be missed!

Believe it or not, we are beginning our placement process for the 2022-2023 school year. Part of our placement
process is to gather input from families regarding placement. Families are NOT required to complete this form
(sent today via email), but if there is something critical that you feel needs to be considered for placement, please
use this form to let us know. We will hold a firm ending date for the completion of this form of Monday, April
25th.  No input will be considered after this date as we will already be underway with the placement process.

The School Council will be drafting the School Improvement Plan for the 2022-2023 school year.  If you
have any thoughts about what you would like to see included on the improvement plan, please share them
with Eliza Burns or parent representatives Mrs. Pamela Crohan, Mrs. Marina Kretov, Mrs. Jessica Finn, or
Ms. Theresa Garvey.

Please mark your calendars for these upcoming Spring events:
June 1st - Art Show at Cole School
June 16th - Grade 5 Celebration - grade 5 families only
June 21st - Field Day (raindate June 22nd)
June 24th - Tentative Last Day of School

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the  Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

April’s Lunch Menu click here.

Nurse’s Nook
According to Massachusetts general laws, all students are required to have postural, vision, hearing, body mass
index (BMI) in elementary school. These screenings were paused in the previous years due to COVID. Parents &
Guardians may opt out of any screening. Please notify me in writing (email is fine) if you would like to opt
your child out of any of the screenings that will be completed.

I am starting the screenings listed below:

Vision: Grade PK  through grade 5

Hearing: Kindergarten through grade 3

BMI:  Grades 1 and 4

Postural: Grades 5

We are definitely seeing an increase in allergies now that spring is here. Just a reminder, it is still recommended to
test if the student has any new symptoms (vaccinated or unvaccinated), or 5-7 days after a known exposure.
Covid symptoms can be transient. Oftentimes kids can complain of a vague belly ache one day and a sore
throat two days later, sometimes it is not always obvious. There continue to be colds and stomach bug in the
building. If your child is out with a fever they will need to be out until they are 24 hours fever-free without any

https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043


fever-reducing agent. Also, if your child is experiencing vomiting/diarrhea at home or is sent home from school,
they must be out 24 hrs from the last episode. Masks are still strongly encouraged along with frequent hand
washing if your child is experiencing active cold symptoms.

Free Home Rapid Test Kits are available and handed out to students bi-weekly and as needed.
To opt-in and receive your free at-home rapid test kits, please complete our Opt-In Form here. There is no
additional consent necessary for the at-home tests.

If you wish to make any changes to the types of testing your child currently participates in, please fill out this form
here

Counselor’s Corner
Happy Thursday and vacation! This week we continued learning about self-awareness through hearing
“Benji, the Bad Day, and Me” in grades K-3, and we talked about resilience in grades 4 and 5 as they prepared for
their MCAS tests. As always, feel free to reach out to us if you need support - anne.walsh@norwellschools.org or
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org. Please note that we continue to see a high demand for counseling and other
social-emotional support, so it may take us 24 hours to respond.

Resource of the Week: In honor of spring, try bumble bee breathing to manage stress!

The Library Stacks
Vacation weeks are a great time to double check for missing books! Print notices are going
home this week to every student who has overdue books or a number of books that need to be
returned. Please check with your child about any “reminder slips” they may have received during
library class. If you have a question about what books may be checked out, please email Ms.
McGarry at michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org. Thank you!

The 2022 Norwell Recreation Fishing Derby is scheduled for Saturday 5/7/22 at Jacobs Pond.  The event is FREE
for all participants however, online pre-registration for all attendees (adults and children) is required for one of
three “1-Hour” time slots at https://secure.rec1.com/MA/norwell-ma/catalog.

The Fishing Derby is scheduled to be held rain or shine.  Please bring your own rod, tackle, and buckets/live
wells. Kayaks and non-motorized boats are allowed on Jacobs Pond!  This is an all-ages event, bring your friend,
parent or grandparent ready to fish and have fun!  Awards for longest fish will be given in multiple age categories!

All ages are invited to participate in the annual Catch & Release Fishing Derby.  Participants ages 15 & up must
have a valid Massachusetts freshwater fishing license to participate. To obtain a license go online to:
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/licensing or at Belsan’s Bait & Tackle in Scituate.

Check-In at Woodworth Field entrance on Route 123 across from Jacobs Pond.  Parking is available at
Woodworth Ballfields and the Jacobs Lane Parking Lot.  Free bait will again be provided by Belsan’s Bait & Tackle
for as long as it lasts!   Prizes and Awards will be announced after the event and winners will be contacted the
week of 5/7/22.

*Event Sponsorship Opportunities and Raffle Prize Donations are being sought!  Please contact
ggrey@townofnorwell.net for more information!
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Summer Rec.
Summer 2022 Norwell Recreation Program Guides will be delivered to all resident households and PO Boxes
between 4/13/22 - 4/15/22. Online Registration for all Summer 2022 programs begins at 10am on Wednesday
5/4/22 for Norwell Residents only!  Mail-In, Walk-In and Non-Resident Registration begins on Wednesday 5/11/22
at 10am.

Families are recommended to confirm account passwords, update existing accounts or set-up new accounts prior
to 5/4/22 to ensure a smooth online registration process on the day of registration. If you have not registered for
a program since last summer, please note that you may still need to set up a new account on Norwell Recreation’s
new online registration/account management platform at Civic Rec.  Accounts can be updated or created at:
https://secure.rec1.com/MA/norwell-ma/catalogon/Home.

Norwell Recreation will offer over 150 activity sessions. Many programs tend to fill up fast!  Participant’s school
grades for Summer 2022 programs are based on the grade they will be entering in Fall 2022.  Norwell
Recreation’s traditional “Summer Recreation Program” known as “SCENE” will start the week of 7/5/22.
Participants 4 years old through entering Grade 1 may register for Kinder SCENE to be held at Town Hall.  2nd-5th

Graders may register for Kid SCENE to be held at Cole School.  Summer SCENE is available for 6th-8th Graders
and features 2 exciting field trips each week!  Thursday Night is Flag Football Night in Norwell with the NFL FLAG
program!  Norwell Recreation will feature a variety of youth “Summer Clinics” ranging from art, sports, cooking,
computer animation, filmmaking, music, STEM and more!

Norwell Recreation is excited for new programs as well as expanding and returning activities in Summer 2022.
Norwell Recreation is also excited about the return of some other outdoor favorites like Archery, Field Hockey,
Outdoor Explorers, and Instructional Youth Golf.  Adults can have fun too with the return of Adult Instructional Golf,
Adult Pickleball, Pickleball Workshops, Instructional Tennis, Tennis Leagues and Adult Soccer plus fitness and
yoga classes.
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Cole School PTO News

To order Cole School Spirit Wear, please click Here

https://1stplacespiritwear.com/schools/MA/Norwell/Grace+Farrar+Cole+Elementary+School?fbclid=IwAR39bY8-77uZI5732SeVC9C5xy061GH51f6BGQ24A_lyM0-I0dPzRzTfroI


The PTO is very excited to announce that Stay & Plays are BACK!!!  Start marking your calendars for some
after-school FRIDAY FUN with friends and family on the Playground.  Students may be released to a parent or
supervising adult on the dates listed by sending in a note or email to the office.  Activities have been planned each
week to promote positive social interactions and lots of community fun!  Music, games, bubbles, treats...each
week will have a different line up.  Reminders and details to follow after the break, but hopefully you are all excited
as we are to come together and celebrate as a school!


